· Government and local authority emphasis on reducing absence particularly due to family holidays in term time

· Level of attendance should be not less than 95% without due reason

· St. Philip’s annually below 95%

· Under the School Attendance (Pupil Registration) Regulations 1995:

· Schools have the discretion to grant up to ten school days authorised absence for the purpose of family holidays during term time. Each request for holiday absence should be considered individually, taking into account the pupil’s age, the timing of the proposed holiday, its nature and parental wishes, the overall attendance pattern of the pupil and their stage of education and progress. Schools should use their discretion sparingly.

· Save in exceptional circumstances a parent shall not be granted more tha ten school days leave of absence in any school year.

· Absences authorised under this discretion should be kept to a minimum. Ten school days should not be regarded as the norm.

· If a school does not agree absence and the pupil goes on holiday, the absence is unauthorised.

· If parents keep a child away for longer than was agreed, any extra time is unauthorised.

· Schools may delete from roll a pupil who fails to return within ten school days of the agreed return date unless there is a good reason for the continued absence, such as illness.

· Did you know?

· Children are only in school 38 weeks each year – this means they already have 14 weeks holiday!

· If a child missed 1 day a week over their school career they will miss almost 2 two and half years of education!

· A child on holiday for one week misses 5 hours of literacy, 5 hours of maths and 10 hours of science, religious education, music, art, P.E., geography, history, design technology and information technology

· Recommendations:

A child should not be taken out of school for family holiday during term time:

· If they are in Year 2 or Year 6

· When their attendance is already less than 95%

· If they receive specific learning support in school

· During the first and last weeks of the year

