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‘A Joyous Heart’

ST PHILIP NERI RC PRIMARY SCHOOL

EARLY YEARS POLICY

INTRODUCTION

At St Philips education is seen as a partnership between parents, pupils and school who exists to assist the all round development of the child. 

This is particularly important at the start of the child's formal education.

For successful, happy transition between home/nursery and school, continuity of experience for the child and positive relationships between parent and school are essential.  This is achieved by involving parents as widely as possible in school activities, gaining knowledge of the child's previous experience through questionnaires and home visits (if parents wish), contacts with nurseries/playgroups and more formally with parents through workshops and open nights.

Parents will be invited to school prior to their child starting and provided with an induction booklet.

Children will be welcomed into the school yard at playtimes, in the term prior to starting school, to accustom them to playing in a new environment, with a greater number and with larger children present.

Children will be invited to visit their new classroom, teachers and the children at present in the infant department.

The initial staggered entry to school greatly helps in the happy transition to school life. With the help of the childcare assistant and parental involvement supporting the class teacher in a range of activities, a high level of sensitive adult input is achieved which is a significant factor in the learning processes of young children.

RATIONALE

To offer an environment in which each child feels valued and can develop his/her own sense of identity.  To provide an environment where the child feels secure and stimulated to participate in a range of interesting and challenging activities appropriate and relevant to his/her development and needs.

AIMS

1. To extend the child spiritually, socially, intellectually and physically.

2. To acquire a positive attitude to learning and a confidence in using materials and communicating with others.

3. To encourage a self motivated attitude in children so that they see purpose and value in their own achievements.

4. To meet the child's individual needs.

OBJECTIVES

1. To provide a stimulating and enriching experience for children as a supplement to and an extension of home.

2. To provide a caring, stimulating environment where children can learn to develop their skills, acquire knowledge, play, co-operate with others and integrate with peers and a variety of adults.

3. To give an opportunity for children to achieve their full potential at their own rate through both integrated and subject based areas and learning skills.

4. To give informative and summative assessment.

 METHODS AND APPROACHES

The curriculum in the early years reflects an activity centred approach which aims to take into account the interests and capabilities of the children and provide related first hand experiences.

These activities will provide the opportunity for children to achieve their full potential at their own rate, integrating all subject areas and learning skills.

Cognitive skills are developed across the curriculum.  Appropriate activities are provided for the development of physical skills, i.e. gross motor and fine manipulative skills.  Social skills are developed, i.e. an ability to relate well to peers and adults both as individuals and in small groups.

The three age groups are organised into two classes.  Class 1 having all Reception and some Year 1 children, Class 2 having the remainder of Year 1 and all Year 2 children.

At the end of their Reception year the children are split for their Year 1 year.  Some children are moved into Class 2 with Year 2 children and some remain in Class 1 to work alongside the new reception intake.  When splitting the Year 1 children a variety of factors are taken into consideration including age, academic ability and maturity.

STANDARD CLASSROOM PROCEDURE

The organisation within the classroom into attractive working areas/bays where materials and equipment are easily accessible and carefully ordered is designed to enable the child to become self motivated as well as to begin to achieve independence and extend concentration span.

For the majority of the time, the children will work at their own level, either individually or in small groups.  Where appropriate they will participate in whole class activities.

Sometimes the groups and activities in which the pupil participates will be directed by the teacher.  At other times pupils will choose activities and groupings.  In Class 1 the groupings are flexible whilst in Class 2 the children are divided into more structured groups.  In the reception year the children spend more time on individual and child initiated activities.

The time between 9 – 9.20/30 am each morning is specifically designated to follow our daily reading programme, whereby each child in the KS. 1 is heard read, tell a story, look at a book with an adult or engage in associated reading activities.  This is dependent on the continued support of parents.

The hall is available to the Keystage One classes for P.E.  For three forty minute sessions per week.  The session is split between each class, thus all KS. 1 pupils have a twenty-minute session of P.E.  Three times per week.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

We aim to provide resources which feature male and females in similar numbers, being powerful, active and resourceful.  Materials feature female as well as male protagonists and show examples of males in caring and nurturing roles.

CULTURAL RECOGNITION

Children are provided with opportunities to explore and express their own personal and cultural identity.  Literature, posters, pictures and jigsaws, which represent life in different cultures, are used.

S.E.N.

The variety of material available in the school aims to cater for the differing needs and varying rates of development of children.  The majority of the Child Care Assistant's time is spent working in the KS1 classes.  This and the smaller class numbers enable early support to be given to those children who have been identified as having special educational needs.

ChildCare Assistant.
The majority of the ChildCare Assistants time is spent working in the KS. 1 classes.  In September she works virtually full time in Class 1 to assist with the integration of the new children into school.  As the new children settle, the timetable is more equally divided between the KS. 1 classes.

CONTENT

The children follow the National Curriculum as outlined in the curriculum policies and documents.

The National Curriculum is delivered within a framework of topics with specific subject teaching where appropriate.

The framework of topics follows a cyclical rotation to accommodate the presence of Year 1 children in each class.  The themes at present are to found on the school's theme year planner

RESOURCES Specific to E.Y.
BOOKS    






MARK MAKING

Large Print Storybooks 




Chunky Crayons

Non-fiction Picture Books 




Envelopes Used/Unused.

Rhymes.                                 

Traditional Tales 





Variety of printed

Finger play/Action Rhymes 




Class list Alphabet, Telephone.

Children's Own Books 





Directory

Books with flaps/moving parts 



Forms/Files

Picture Books 




 

Thick Pencils

CONSTRUCTION ACCESSORIES

Variety of different commercially Plastic piping

Produced construction sets- Role play props

Selected for durability, strength Small scale figures

& open endedness in use, eg.  Road plan/mat      

Large hollow blocks,   Strong  string

Solid wooden blocks, Duplo, Lego, Meccano,  

Large construction kit

Wheels. (large & small)

MUSIC/SOUND

Collection of items other than 




Tapes of familiar 

instruments which make       




stories, children's songs

sounds eg.Shakers, Collection    



Blank tapes

of song books  

PHYSICAL ACTIVITY  SMALL  WORLD  PLAY

Large varied climbing apparatus 



Small  Fingers.

with different attachments eg.  




Recyclable materials

Ladders, slides, bridges.

Games apparatus - beanbags,

Variety of balls, ropes,

bats, quoits.

DRAMATIC/IMAGINATIVE PLAY

All-purpose garments  Variety of empty containers, e.g

Hats  Washing up liquid bottles ‑ 

Shoes  Fabric softener bottles etc.

Lengths of material  Clock

Hanger rack  Ornaments

Wall pegs/Storage baskets  Telephones and directories

Bags (carrier)  Plants

Large all-purpose card. boxes  Books, magazines

Home area furniture:‑  T.V. magazines

Fridge, cooker, sink unit etc.  Unstructured material ‑

Variety of pans  Pine cones, lolly sticks 

Scales  Polystyrene pieces etc.

Towels/tea towels  Food representations

Cutlery/cups/saucers/plates  (plastic)

NATURAL / MAN MADE MATERIALS

DOUGH  PLASTICINE

Dough  Different colours

Coloured, plain, textured ‑  Scissors

With sawdust, lentils etc.  Knives

Knives  Modelling tools

Modelling tools  Unstructured materials ‑

Water to change texture  Corks, lolly and craft sticks

Boards

Storage boxes and bags

WOOD  INVESTIGATION

Off cuts of different kinds  Books and photos ‑ related to all 

Lolly sticks, craft sticks  aspects

Card board  Collections of materials relating

Glue  to e.g. textiles, taste, smell,

Woodwork bench(approp. size)  Seasons, seashore, countryside.

Vice  Food, animals, teeth, etc.

Tools  Materials to enable children to grow plants 

seeds:

  
compost, cuttings, bulbs.

  
pots, containers, watering cans, 

 
small gardening tools.

  
seasonal twigs, blossom, 

  
cut flowers and plants.

  
appropriate animals and insects e.g. worms and caterpillars.

  
collection of mechanical technological items, e.g.

telephones camera, headphones, clocks, locks 

 
keys, batteries, wires and terminals.

  
magnets

  
magnifiers

  
mirrors  

  
microscopes

SAND

Sand ‑ different types & textures  Large container

Storage for utensils  Set of graded bowls

Buckets  Natural materials, e.g. shells

Stones, twigs and feathers  Range of plastic measures e.g

Sand Wheel  Scoops and spoon

Sieves  Rakes, moulds and  trowels

Graded funnels

WATER

Large water trough and stand  Water wheel

Storage for utensils  Graded funnels

Plastic bottles  Plastic boats

Measuring jugs  Small buckets

Small bowls  Variety of liquid containers e.g. 

Collection of interesting materials  Soap dispenser ‑ washing up liquid e.g. corks, stones, sponges  bottles etc.

shells, driftwood  Mopping  up materials

Towels
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