The Queen 

      Princess Elizabeth Alexander Mary was born on April 21st 1926 in London. Her mother was Lady Elizabeth Bowes – Lyon and her father was Albert, Duke of York and second son of George V. Elizabeth grew up in a large Victorian house in London with her younger sister Margaret. She did not go to school, as a governess taught her at home. She had lots of pets including dogs and horses. 

    Elizabeth’s life changed in 1936 as her father became king George VI. This meant that she was now next in line to the throne. The family moved into Bucking Palace. Elizabeth trained for her future duties as a queen. She attended Eton collage for private lessons but disliked maths. 

    In 1939 when Elizabeth was 13 World War II broke out and she was sent to Windsor castle for safety to avoid the bombs falling on London. In 1940 Elizabeth did a radio broadcast to tell the children of Britain to be cheerful and to have courage. She joined the women’s Army and trained to drive and mend Army trucks. 

     During the War she met Prince Philip and they got married at Westminster Abbey on 20th November 1947. When her father died on 6th February 1952 Elizabeth automatically became queen. The coronation took place on 2nd June 1953 when she was crowned Queen Elizabeth II. The Queen is the head of state for Great Britain and many other countries; she is head of the Church of England. She opens parliament and performs many royal duties around the world. Every Christmas day the Queen does a speech on television. 

The Queen has a daughter, princess Anne and three sons prince Charles, prince Andrew and prince Edward. She has seven grandchildren. When the Queen dies prince Charles will become king. The Queen has a very busy life with her duties but, enjoys horse riding, horse racing and walks with her corgis. She is very wealthy and has a large collection of art and jewellery. The Queen owns lots of property. This year Queen Elizabeth II will celebrate her 80th birthday. She has two birthdays every year her real birthday in April and her official birthday in June.       
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