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INFORMATION FOR PARENTS

You will be aware of the current government policy to reduce absenteeism in schools. Although truancy is the main issue, which generally concerns secondary schools more than primary, another major concern is absence due to family holidays taken during school term time. This matter was drawn to the attention of the parents who attended the Curriculum Evening on Monday.

Guidance to schools now makes it very clear that the ten days leave of absence for holidays should not be the norm and should not be authorised by the school in many cases.

The Governing Body have considered this matter in the light of our own school’s attendance record and procedures. It is proposed that certain criteria should be applied when considering applications for leave of absence for family holidays. These criteria are based on the requirement to take into account the pupil’s age, the timing of the proposed holiday, its nature and parental wishes, the overall attendance pattern of the pupil and their stage of education and progress.  Parents will be informed of the school’s decision regarding an application. Where absence is fully or partly unauthorised the criteria for the refusal will be stated. 
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